Sunday Business Post

20.05.07
Ref: CES

Circulation: 48,949

nergy firm invests €36m

in Australian projects

By Susan Mitchell

CESenermy, an Irish company
which produces on-site energy,
15 investing £36 millionin en-
erey projects in Austeedia

Tom Marren, managing di-
rector of CESenergy, said the
company had secured about
30 projectsin Australia with
its partner fiem Cogent Energy

Aunstrabia CESenergy, which
Wiy Set up in 2002 by brothers
Tom and Bréndan Marren, in-

stallsand runs on-site energy

penerilon syslems,

CHP (combined heat and
power) produces electricity
with heat as o by-product,
which is then re-channelled
iwnd used.

In typical conventionul
power endration, much of the
encray input 15 wasted, but

Tom and Brendan Marren

CHP akes advantage of the
heat rejected in the thernody-
namic ¢onversion pro¢ess,
Heat from CHP 13- als0 used 1o
provide coaling, which Marren
said was uselul in'wirmer
weather.

According 1o Sustamable
Energy Ireland, CHP typically

saves around 25 per cent of the

encrgy required to produce
electricity in a conventional
power stution.

CHP helps 1o reduce green-
house gas emissions and fuel
costy and s widely Used in
other European countries.
such as Denmiark, which gen-
arutes about 60 per cent of its
power from CHE

Germany recently an-
nounced plans to Gul green-
house gas emissions by 40 per

«cent by incrensing the use ofre-
newable power and CHE Ire-

land, by comparison, derives

Just 3 per cent of jts eleetricity
from CHP.

Muarren sid CHP had been
slower to take off m lrelund
due to the former cap on elec-
tricity prices.

He said recent price hikes
meant electrigity prices for Ir-
15h industry were now among
the highest in the European
Liuon.

CHP is:yiable for companies
with anmual energy bills of

more than €80,000, according
to Murren. He said the stan-
dard energy saving was about
20 per cent, but some ey, busi-
nesses gmploying about 150
people had saved up o 30 per
cent.

“This smounts toalor when
vou consider the recent price
hiukes in electricity dnd the fact
that some of those businésdes
have bills in the regrof of
£250,000 avear.” he suid.




